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Principal’s Message 
 

Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Cummins Area School acknowledges that in today’s world the 
curriculum opportunities for young people will be forever changing. 
We are designing a curriculum based on many future jobs that are yet 
unknown. 
We aim to develop students who are successful within and beyond 
schooling. They will be effective communicators who are literate and 
numerate, able to collaborate and to operate confidently in the 
twenty-first century.  
We want our students to develop twenty century thinking skills such 
as: 

 GRIT for LEARNING 

 POSITIVE MINDSET for LEARNING 

 SELF REGULATION for LEARNING 
All of which will provide a strong platform for academic success.  
 
The Curriculum Handbook is designed to help students select subjects 
that will best support them to achieve their pathway beyond school. 
We have included links to videos of teachers and students talking 
about the subject which we believe will help you to make informed 
decisions. 
It is important for students to consider the following when choosing 
their subjects: 

 Does this subject enable me to use and showcase my 
strengths? 

 Do I enjoy this subject? 

 Will this subject provide me with the qualifications and 
background knowledge and skills I will need for the future? 

 Does this subject allow me to keep my pathway options 
open? 

 
I encourage the students to self-reflect upon their previous 
achievements and choose their subjects that will support their 
success. At Cummins Area School we work very hard to try to support 
students in their interests and, depending on teacher availability and 
student interest, will subjects that have not been offered before.  
Our teaching staff look forward to working in partnership with you 
and your child over 2021 and 22 to select their subjects where they 
can shine and grow as a learner. 
 
Regards 
Melissa Degner 
 
 

 
Cummins Area School: 
Address: McFarlane Street Cummins SA 5631 
Phone: (08) 8676 2388 
Fax: (08) 8676 2288 
Email: dl.0754_info@schools.sa.edu.au 
Website: www.cumminsas.sa.edu.au 
 
Principal: Mrs Melissa Degner 
Deputy Principal: Mr Mike Ford 
Assistant Principal: Mr James Pedler 
SACE & VET Coordinator: Ms Kirsty Fox 
Student Counsellors: Ms Kellie Symons, Mr Henry Breen & Mrs 
Jacqui Phelps 
 
 

The Australian Curriculum 
 

The Australian Curriculum sets the expectations for what all young 
Australians should be taught, regardless of where they live in 
Australia or their background.  
Education plays a critical role in shaping the lives of young Australians 
and contributing to a democratic, equitable and just society that is 
prosperous, cohesive and culturally diverse. 
The three strands of the Curriculum cover the knowledge, skills, 
behaviours and dispositions that assist students to live and work 
successfully in the twenty-first century. 
 

 Curriculum 

The Australian Curriculum is made up of eight learning areas. These 
learning areas are English; Mathematics; Science; Humanities and 
Social Sciences; The Arts; Technologies; Health and Physical 
Education as well as Languages. 

 General Capabilities 

Taught across the learning areas: Literacy, Numeracy, ICT 
Competence, Critical & Creative Thinking, Personal & Social, 
Intercultural Understanding and Ethical Behaviours. 

 Cross-Curriculum Priorities 

Embedded within the learning areas: Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Histories & Cultures, Asia & Australia’s Engagement with 
Asia and Sustainability. 

The Australian Curriculum 

The SACE 

 

The South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) is a modern, 
internationally recognised secondary school qualification designed to 
equip young people with the skills, knowledge, and personal 
capabilities to successfully participate in our fast-paced global 
society. 
To be awarded the SACE, students must successfully complete 
requirements that include a range of skills and subjects that may be 
studied at school or through other education, training or experience. 
 
 

To  ga in  the  SACE  cer t i f i c ate  st ude nt s  mu st  ear n  2 00 
cred it s  a nd  fu l f i l  t he  SACE  pat tern  req u ireme nts  as  
sho wn .  10  cre d its  are  a w arde d f or  ea ch  se mester  of  
sc ho o l  s ub jec ts  c om ple te d,  70  no m in al  h our s  of  V ET 
tra in ing  or  70  h our s  of  re cog n ise d lear ning .  

htt ps : //w ww.y ou tu be . c o m/wa t ch? v=k XLk2 Fhu Gq o   

Contact Details 

mailto:dl.0754_info@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.cumminsas.sa.edu.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXLk2FhuGqo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVSnCyU3EMQ&t=2s
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YEAR 7 – 10 OVERVIEW 

Students in the middle school are provided with a wide range of 
subjects. Students are able to be part of the Instrumental Music 
Program and also have access to the private music teachers that visit 
the School. There is a major focus on Information, Digital Media and 
Communication Technologies, and Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM), taking advantage of our brand new science, 
design, art and tech spaces. These subjects will enable each student 
to develop the skills and mindsets to be successful in the future. 

 

YEAR 7 – 10 SUBJECT SELECTION 

Year 7  
All students will study a full year of: 
Pastoral Care  
English 
Mathematics 
Science 
Health & Physical Education  
History 
All students will study a semester of: 
Agricultural Science 
Digital Technologies  
Food & Fibre  
Geography and Civics & Citizenship 
Material Products 
Visual Art 

 
Year 8 
All students will study a full year of: 
Pastoral Care  
English 
Mathematics 
Science 
Health & Physical Education 
History 
All students will study a semester of: 
Agricultural Science 
Digital Technologies  
Food & Fibre  
Geography and Civics & Citizenship 
Material Products 
Visual Art 
 

Year 9 
All students will study a full year of: 
Pastoral Care 
English 
Mathematics  
Health & Physical Education 
Science 
History 
All students will study a semester of: 
Geography and Civics & Citizenship 
 

Student select five of the following subjects: 

Agricultural Science (full year; counts as two) 
Business & Work Studies 
Digital Technologies 
Drama 
Drawing & Painting 
Film & Sound Production 

Home Economics 
Languages – French 
Languages - Spanish 
Material Products – Metal 
Material Products – Wood 
Media Arts 
Music  
Photography & Graphic Design 
Printmaking & Ceramics 
 

Year 10 
All students will study a full year of: 
Pastoral Care 
English 
Mathematics  
Health & Physical Education  
Science  
History  
 
All students will study a semester of: 
Personal Learning Plan (SACE - Stage 1) 

Students select six of the following semester subjects: 

Agriculture (full year; counts as two) 
Business & Work Studies 
Digital Technologies 
Drama 
Drawing & Painting 
Film & Sound Production 
Food & Hospitality  
Geography 
Languages – French 
Languages - Spanish 
Material Products – Metal 
Material Products – Wood 
Media Arts 
Music 
Photography & Graphic Design 
Printmaking & Ceramics 
Outdoor Education 
 

Youth Opportunities Personal Leadership Program 
The Personal Leadership Program is delivered in partnership with 
external facilitators one day per week over 10 weeks. The program 
provides young people with the enterprise skills they need for future 
education and employment success, along with tools to increase 
confidence, self-worth, and motivation, helping them to build the 
optimism and resilience to overcome adversity throughout their lives. 
Students apply for this program and are selected based on their 
potential for gaining skills through the program (20 Stage 1 SACE 
credits). 
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YEAR 11 OVERVIEW 
 

Stage 1 
All students will study a full year of: 
Pastoral Care 
English (2 x 10 Credits = full year) 

 English 

 Essential English 

Mathematics (2 x 10 Credits = full year) 

 Specialist Maths (online) 

 Mathematics Methods 

 General Mathematics 

 Essential Mathematics 

All students will study a semester of: 
Research Project Stage 2 (10 Credits) 
 
Study Lessons: 
When not engaged in face-to-face lessons with teachers, Year 11 
students are programmed into independent study time (5 lessons per 
week). Students are expected to use this time productively.  
 
Choice Subjects – students must choose a further 7 semester 
subjects.  
Some subjects are offered for a whole year (A & B) 
 
Face to Face 
Agriculture A & B 
Ancient History  
Biology A & B 
Business Innovation  
Chemistry A & B 
Child Studies  
Community Studies  
Design, Technology & Engineering – Digital Communication 
Solutions  
Design, Technology & Engineering – Material Products Metal 
Design, Technology & Engineering – Material Products Furniture 
Digital Technologies A & B 
Drama 
Food and Hospitality A & B 
Geography A & B 
Graphic Design A & B 
Health & Wellbeing 
Information Processing & Publishing 
Media Studies 
Modern History 
Music  
Nutrition 
Outdoor Education 
Physical Education A & B 
Physics A & B 
Research Practices 
Visual Arts A & B 
Workplace Practices A & B 
 
Other Stage 1 subjects could be delivered by the following options: 

 Open Access 

 Local Delivery 

 Face to Face if sufficient interest 
 

 

YEAR 12 OVERVIEW 

Stage 2 
Choice Subjects - Students must choose: 

 4 subjects  

 VET or a School Based Traineeship or Apprenticeship takes 
the place of one subject 

 For ATAR eligibility students must obey subject restrictions. 
Community Studies is not eligible.  

 
Study Lessons: 
When not engaged in face-to-face lessons with teachers, Year 12 
students are programmed into independent study time (12 lessons 
per week). Students are expected to use this time productively. 
 
Face to Face 
Agricultural Production 
Biology 
Business Innovation 
Chemistry 
Child Studies 
Community Studies A & B (not ATAR eligible) 
Design Technology & Engineering – Digital Communication Solutions 
Design, Technology & Engineering – Material Products Metal 
Design, Technology & Engineering – Material Products Furniture 
Digital Technologies 
English 
English Literary Studies 
Essential English 
Essential Mathematics 
Food and Hospitality 
General Mathematics 
Information Processing & Publishing 
Health & Wellbeing 
Mathematical Methods 
Media Arts 
Modern History 
Nutrition 
Physical Education 
Physics 
Visual Arts 
Workplace Practices 
 
Other Stage 2 subjects could be delivered by the following options: 

 Open Access 

 Local Delivery 

 Face to Face if sufficient interest 
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Agriculture 
 

 
 
 

 
Improved agricultural productivity will be vital in the coming decades to help meet the global challenge of feeding the world’s increasing 
population. Farmers need the knowledge and skills to manage agricultural production, businesses, and marketing at the local level, while scientists 
seek to develop new strategies and technologies to help farmers manage our resources for sustainable food and fibre production. 
Cummins Area School is fortunate to have its own land to simulate primary production, which allows students to have hands-on experience in 
plant and animal production, foundations in precision agriculture and the ability to apply their learning to make predictions and carry out 
investigations into farming practices.  
We have a year-round vegetable garden, which provides seasonal produce for the school canteen and Home Economics. As well as a flock of 
Merino Ewes, the school also runs a sheep and cattle feedlot – providing meat to the butcher shop. Students have the opportunity of taking part 
in the management of this feedlot with the support of the teaching staff and the farm manager. Students have access to VET training externally, 
i.e. Shearer Woolhandler Training, Chemcert etc. and also take part in workshops being run in the community. 
Cummins Area School is fortunate to have strong partnerships with local farming and machinery businesses. 
 
 

 

Year 7 

 Animal Production - Yabbies 

 Plant Production – Garden Plots  

 Cooking - Paddock to Plate 
 
Year 8 

 Animal Production – Chicken & Egg Production 

 Plant Production – Growing Grain in Australia 

 Cooking - Paddock to Plate 
 

Agricultural Science 9  
 

Semester 1 

 Animal Production - Ruminant Animals 

 Plant Production – Garden Plots (incorporating precision 
ag concepts such as data collection and mapping) 

 Resource Management – Soils 

  Extension (full year must have completed 1st semester) 

 Animal Production - Ruminant Animals extension 

 Plant Production – Garden Plots (incorporating precision 
ag concepts such as data collection and mapping) 

 Resource Management – Weather & Climate and Careers 
in Ag 

 
 
 
 

Agriculture – Year 10 

Semester 1 

 Animal Production – Sheep and Wool Production 

 Plant Production – Weeds 

 Resource Management – Work Health & Safety on Farms 

Extension (full year must have completed 1st semester) 

 Animal Production – 5 Freedoms of Animal Welfare and 
Cattle Production 

 Resource Management – Insects 

Agriculture – Stage 1 

Agriculture A Topics: 

 Plant Production - cropping 

 Resource Management - soils 

 Science as a Human Endeavour 
 

Agriculture A Assessments 

 Soils investigation 

 Plant experiment trials 

 Chemical Handling & Use 

 Science as Human Endeavour Investigation 
 

Agriculture B Topics: 

 Animal Production – Sheep 

 Resource Management –  feed 

 Science as a Human Endeavour    
 

Agriculture B Assessments 

 Design investigation (e.g. animal growth rates) 

Food & Fibre Year 7&8  

 Food & Fibre 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Stage 1 Stage 2 

Agricultural 
Production 

Agriculture A Agriculture 

Agricultural 
Science Food & Fibre 

Agriculture 

(Full Year) 
Agriculture B 

https://youtu.be/YrrktBrOjY0
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 Sustainability in agriculture 

 Agricultural production report (e.g. pest management plan) 

 Science as Human Endeavour Investigation 

 

Agricultural Production  

– Stage 2  

Topics: 

 Topic 1: Animal Production 

 Topic 2: Plant Production 

 Topic 3: Resource Management 

 Topic 4: Agribusiness 
 
Assessments: 
Agricultural Reports 

 Practical investigation (e.g. seeding) 

 Design practical (e.g. soil management) 

 Science as a Human Endeavour Investigation (e.g. emerging 
technology in agriculture) 

 
Applications 

 Chemical use assignment 

 Crop planning assignment 

 Grain marketing assignment 
 
External Production Investigation (Student choice) 
 
Pathways: Agricultural industry from research to farm-based 
employment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/YrrktBrOjY0
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The Arts 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Arts have the capacity to engage, inspire and enrich all students, exciting the imagination and encouraging them to reach their creative and 
expressive potential. Participation in the Arts can increase the confidence, motivation and wellbeing of students. The senior 
Arts programs expose students to industry processes, language, techniques and tools in a variety of fields. 

ART and DESIGN: 
Possible Topics: 

 Drawing 

 Painting 

 Printmaking 

 Ceramics 

 3D Construction 

 Design 

 Lateral Thinking Skills 

 Art Appreciation and Analysis 

 Presentation Skills 

 Art History 

 
 
 

Visual Art A & B – Year 9 
 

ART and DESIGN: 
Possible Topics: 

 Painting techniques (portraits and landscapes) 

 Drawing (charcoal, pastels, pencil) 

 Perspective 

 Photography 

 Art Appreciation and Analysis 

 Presentation Skills 

 Art History 

 Lino Printing 

 Monotype printing 

 Ceramics – hand-building 

 Art Appreciation and Analysis 

 Presentation Skills 

 Art History 

Visual Arts – Year 7 & 8 

Visual Art 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Stage 1 Stage 2 

Music 

Media Studies 
(see HASS) 

Film & Sound 
Production 

Film & Sound 
Production 

Visual Art - 
Design 

Music 

Visual Art A Visual Art A 

Visual Arts – 2 
 

Visual Art B Visual Art B 
  

Visual Art 

Photography 
& Graphic 

Design 

Photography 
& Graphic 

Design 
Visual Art - 

Design 2 

Drama 

Music 

Drama Drama Drama 

Music 

Visual Arts – 
Design 

1Visual Arts –
1 

Visual Art 
Design 1 

  

Visual Arts  
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Photography & Graphic Design  

– Year 9  
 

Topics: 

 Planning, Taking, Editing and Critiquing a photograph or 
a product 

 The history and development of photography 

 Technical aspects of cameras and lighting 

 Developing a theoretical and practical understanding of 
the design principles  

 Using and recording the design process in order to 
produce  quality products  

 Using Photoshop to edit and enhance photos  

 Designing and producing digital graphics, designs and 
illustrations 

Students can use a digital camera from home or they may negotiate 
to use a school camera. 
 

Drama – Year 9 & 10 

In Drama, students: 

 Improvise   

 Perform roles in dramas 

 Expressive voice and movement 

 Put on dramatic performances 

 Understand the techniques of performances 

 Analyse a range of dramas 

Film & Sound Production  

– Year 9 & 10  
 

Topics: 

 Teen Movies 

 Film Conventions 

 Film Production 

 Video Essay 

 Exploring stop animation  

 Learning how to use Adobe Animation to create digital 
films 

 Adobe Premiere to produce high quality films that reflect 
key film conventions.  

Pathways:  
This course leads to Stage 1 Media Studies 
 

Media Studies – Year 9 & 10 
Topics: 

 Film Analysis 

 Produce Podcasts using Adobe Audtion 

 Produce a short film using Adobe Premiere 

 Explore career pathways in the area of Media.  

Pathways:  
This course leads to Stage 1 Media Studies 
 

Music– Year 9 & 10 
In Music, students will engage it two modes of learning, consisting of 
both practical and theory components. In theory lessons students 
will:  

 analyses a range of music types 

 understand the different techniques and elements of music 

 use technology to improvise and arrange music 

 create and plan music events/festivals  

In practical lessons students will: 

 work in small groups to plan, rehearse and perform 
ensemble performances in front of a range of audiences 

 work individually to plan, rehears and perform solo 
performances in front of a range of audiences. 

  provide performance critiques to both themselves and 
others.  

 

The course requires students to gain a basic understanding and 
appreciation of the following concepts: 

 Planning, Taking, Editing and Critiquing a photograph or 
a product 

 The history and development of photography 

 Technical aspects of cameras and lighting 

 Using and recording the design process in order to 
produce quality products  

 Using Photoshop to edit and enhance photos 

 Learning how to use Adobe Illustrator to produce digital 
designs 

 Producing digital graphics for EP Surf 

To study this course, students can use a digital camera from home or 
they may negotiate to use a school camera. 
 

Visual Art: A & B – Year 10 
 

Topics: 

 Charcoal 

 Street Art/Mural painting 

 Painting techniques 

 Biro drawing 

 Presentation Skills 

 Relief Printmaking – Lino (multi-colour) 

 Intaglio Printmaking – Acetate scratch board 

 Pottery 

 Ceramics – Tile making 

 Presentation Skills 

Pathways:  
This course leads to SACE Stage 1 Visual Arts - Art. 
 

Drama - Stage 1 

Stage 1 Drama consists of three areas of dramatic study: 

 Company and performance 

 Understanding and responding to drama 

 Drama and technology 

Assessment: 
    Assessment Type 1: Performance   
    Assessment Type 2: Responding to Drama  
    Assessment Type 3: Creative Synthesis. 
 
 

Photography & Graphic Design 

-Year 10  
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Music - Stage 1 

 
In this subject, students may compose music or perform music as an 
instrumentalist or vocalist.  
During music students: 

 develop and apply knowledge and understanding of 
musical elements 

 explore and apply musical skills and techniques in 
developing, refining, and presenting creative works 

 develop musical literacy skills 

 analyse, discuss, and interpret musical works and styles 

 communicate musical ideas 

 reflect on own learning in music. 

The subject consists of the following strands: 

 understanding music 

 creating music 

 responding to music 
 
Prerequisites: Proficiency in music 
 
Pathways: Stage 2 Music Performance Solo or Music Performance 
Ensemble 
 
Other Information: Music is taught in partnership with qualified 
visiting instrumental music teacher (or other by arrangement) and an 
on-site SACE mentor. Students must be able to study and practice 
independently. 
  
 

Design – Stage 1: 10 or 20 Credit 

This course provides students with an opportunity to develop artistic 
design skills through analysis, research and practice, and to assist 
them in undertaking further study at Stage 2. Students work in a 
variety of art forms and conceive, develop and resolve art works using 
a creative problem solving process. Students will experiment in a 
range of teacher led workshops covering various media and artistic 
styles. 
 
The course has three assessment components: 

 Folio 40% – students produce a folio that documents their 

learning and supports their artworks.  

 Practical 30% – consists of a series or a standalone artwork 

that links to the Folio.  

 Visual Study 30% - explores designer's styles, ideas, media, 

materials, methods and techniques. Students research and 

critically analyse artworks from local, national and 

international portrait artists. 

Students will exhibit final artworks within the school and if possible, 
the wider community in a gallery setting. They will visit exhibitions 
and become familiar with local artists and art in the community. 
 
Pathways: This course leads to SACE Stage 2 Design. 
 
 
 

 

Visual Arts: Stage1 A & B 

Assessment: 

 Folio 40% – students produce a folio that documents their 

visual learning and supports their artworks.  

 Practical 30% – consists of a series or a standalone artwork 

that links to the Folio.  

 Visual Study 30% - explores designer's styles, ideas, media, 

materials, methods and techniques. Students research and 

critically analyse artworks from local, national and 

international portrait artists.  

Students will exhibit final artworks within the school and if possible, 
the wider community in a gallery setting. They will visit exhibitions 
and become familiar with local artists and art in the community. 
 
Pathways: This course leads to SACE Stage 2 Visual Art. 
 

Design – Stage 2 

Assessment: 

 Folio (40%) - students document their visual learning in 
support of each of their two final pieces.  

 Practical (30%) - students produce two major art pieces and 
write an Artist’s Statement for each. 

 Visual Study (30%) - students explore the style, ideas, 
concepts, media, techniques and technologies of an area of 
personal interest.  

Students will exhibit final artworks within the school and if possible, 
the wider community in a gallery setting. They will visit exhibitions 
and become familiar with local artists and art in the community. 
 
Pathways: This subject leads to a variety of TAFE, University and 
Art/Design School courses in South Australia and interstate. A folio of 
work is sometimes required to gain entry. 
 

Visual Arts – Stage 2 

Assessment: 

 Folio (40%) - students document their visual learning in support 
of each of their two final pieces.  

 Practical (30%) - students produce two major art pieces and 
write an Artist’s Statement for each. 

 Visual Study (30%) - students explore the style, ideas, concepts, 
media, techniques and technologies of an area of personal 
interest.  

Costs: students may need to purchase materials for their practical 
projects. 
 
Pathways: This subject leads to a variety of TAFE, University and 
Art/Design School courses in South Australia and interstate. A folio of 
work is sometimes required to gain entry. 

https://youtu.be/OrcnjVaKvIg
https://youtu.be/OrcnjVaKvIg
https://youtu.be/OrcnjVaKvIg
https://youtu.be/OrcnjVaKvIg
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Business and Enterprise  

 

 
 

Business & Work Studies – Year 9 
 

This course is intended for students who have an interest in the world 
of business. Students will develop skills in information management, 
decision-making, problem solving and the ability to exercise initiative. 
Students will also develop an understanding of current business 
terminology and practices. 
 
Areas of study include: 

 Structure of business 

 Roles and processes of business 

 Responsibilities of employers and employees 

 Evaluating and responding to change 

 Business documents  

 Economy/Globalisation 
 

Student work is assessed under: 

 Economics and Business 

 Work Studies 
 

Business & Economics  

– Year 10  
 

In this subject, students learn components of what it takes to create 
and run a small business and investigate basic economic principles and 
how global trade impact our lives. 
 
Areas of study may include: 

 Business environment / sustainability / economics 

 Role of the economy and its influence on businesses.  

 Budgeting / GST/ profit and loss 

 Share market 

 Skills for life and work 

 Work, Health and Safety 

 Australia’s impact on the global economy 

 
This subject is assessed under: 

 Economics and Business 

 Work Studies 
 

Business Innovation – Stage 1 

 

 This Subject focuses on two main components – business skills and a 
business pitch. Students demonstrate application of customer-focused 

approaches to explore 
and solve problems or needs. Students also create and present a pitch 
to a panel of potential customers, investors, or stakeholders.  
 
Stage 1 Business Innovation is studied through the following two 
contexts: 

 start-up business  

 existing business.  
 
Students gain an understanding of fundamental business concepts 
and ideas, including: 

 the nature and structure of business  

 key business functions  

 forms of ownership and legal responsibilities.  
 
Assessment: 

 Business Skills (3 Tasks – 70%)  

 Business Pitch (1 Task – 30%)  
 
Pathway: 
This subject leads to Stage 2 Business Innovation.  

 

Business Innovation – Stage 2 

 

Students will gain a broad understanding of the business world.  This 
subject focuses on evolving business and identifying areas to improve.  
 
Stage 2 Business Innovation is studied through the following 
contexts: 

 Business Skills 

 Business Model 

 Business Plan and Pitch  
 
Through these contexts, students develop and apply their 
understanding of innovation, decision making, financial literacy, and 
global & digital perspectives. 
 
School Assessment: (4 Tasks – 70%) 

 Business Skills (3 Tasks – 40%)  
 Business Model (1 Task – 30%)  

 
External Assessment: (2 Tasks – 30%) 

 Business Plan and Pitch  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Stage 1 Stage 2 

Business 
Innovation 

Business 
Innovation 

Business & 
Economics 

Business & 
Work Studies 

https://youtu.be/swW9nrFWP_w
https://youtu.be/swW9nrFWP_w
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Cross-Disciplinary 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Care – Year 7-12 
 

Pastoral Care 

All students are allocated to a Home Group to provide support and 
guidance. Students will be given opportunities to develop an 
understanding of themselves as learners and the way their 
dispositions and attitudes impact on themselves and others  

During Pastoral Care the following subjects are covered 

• Keeping Safe Curriculum 

• Study skills and organisation  

• Dispositions for learning 

• School values 

• Wellbeing for Learning  

• Goal setting 

• Future pathways 

 

Personal Learning Plan  

– Stage 1  
 

The Personal Learning Plan is a compulsory SACE subject undertaken 
in Year 10. PLP allows students to explore in some depth future 
pathways, personal goals, strengths and challenges. The topics 
covered in PLP are: The Seven Capabilities, Personal and Learning 
Goals, Personal Development and Work Skills. The program focuses 
on students developing an understanding of themselves and their 
skills; identifying, exploring, developing and refining a range of 
possible future career pathways; setting personal and learning goals 
and developing and linking the capabilities to their personal and 
learning goals; and reviewing their experiences and achievements. 
Year 10 PLP is delivered during Pastoral Care lessons (1 lesson per 
day). If PLP is not successfully completed throughout the year, it will 
need to be undertaken by the student at another time. The course is 
not offered as a Year 11 subject. 

Research Practices – Stage 1 

In this subject, students are able to demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of the purpose of research and a variety of research 
approaches. They develop specific research skills and are required to 
consider the appropriateness, uses, and limitations of specific 
sources. Students gain skills in interpreting and analysing information 
and data. Research Practices is a great transition subject to prepare 
students for Research Project and give them necessary skills for all 
future SACE subjects. 
 
The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate their 
learning in Stage 1 Research Practices: 

 Assessment Type 1: Folio 
 Assessment Type 2: Sources Analysis. 

 

Community Studies – Stage 1 
 

In this subject, students are expected to: 

 negotiate, plan, and make decisions about a community 
activity, and develop challenging and achievable goals for 
the contract of work 

 identify and apply existing knowledge and skills, including 
literacy and numeracy skills, and identify one or more 
capabilities for focused development 

 work individually and with others 

 locate, select, organise, and use ideas, resources, and 
information 

 learn in a range of settings, including the school and the 
wider community 

 take practical action in the community 

 seek feedback from the community, and reflect on their own 
learning. 

 
In developing an individual program of learning around his or her 
interests, knowledge, and skills, each student prepares a contract of 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Stage 1 Stage 2 

Pastoral Care Pastoral Care Pastoral Care Pastoral Care 

Community 

Studies A  
Community 

Studies  
  

Personal 
Learning Plan 
(STAGE 1 Subject) 

  

Community 

Connections  
Research 
Practices 

(STAGE 1 Subject) 

  

Pastoral Care Pastoral Care 

Research 
Project 

(STAGE 2 subject) 

  

Community 

Studies  
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work to undertake a community activity in one of the following six 
areas of study: 

 Arts and the Community 

 Communication and the Community 

 Foods and the Community 

 Health, Recreation, and the Community 

 Science, Technology, and the Community 

 Work and the Community. 
 
 

Community Studies A – Stage 2 
 

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS 

The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and 
understanding that students are expected to develop and 
demonstrate through their learning in Stage 2 Community Studies A. 

In this subject, students are expected to: 

 negotiate, plan, and make decisions about a community 
activity, and develop challenging and achievable individual 
goals for the contract of work 

 identify and apply existing knowledge and skills, including 
literacy and numeracy skills, and identify one or more 
capabilities for focused development  

 work individually and with others 

 locate, select, organise, and use ideas, resources, and 
information 

 learn in a range of settings, including the school and the local 
or wider community 

 take practical action in the community 

 seek feedback from the community 

 present the activity to the community 

 evaluate and reflect on the completion of the contract, the 
feedback received, and their own learning. 

Areas of Study 

Community Studies A is a 10-credit subject or a 20-credit subject at 
Stage 2. Students may undertake more than one Community Studies 
subject, but only one per area of study. 

In developing an individual program of learning around his or her 
interests, knowledge, and skills, each student prepares a contract of 
work to undertake a community activity in one of the following six 
areas of study: 

 Arts and the Community 

 Communication and the Community 

 Foods and the Community 

 Health, Recreation, and the Community 

 Science, Technology, and the Community 

 Work and the Community. 
 
 

Community Connections  

– Stage 2 
Community Connections provides the ability for students to study a 
smaller version of a SACE Board-accredited subject e.g. Maths, PE, 
Physics etc.  
Students can either choose to study this way from the start of the 
year or can transition to Community Connections during the year if 
they are finding the subject challenging. 
 

Students will be able to enrol in a 10-credit or a 20-credit subject, in 
up to three fields of study: 

 Humanities and the Community 

 STEM and the Community 

 Interdisciplinary Learning and the Community. 
 
Other Information: Cannot be counted towards an ATAR for 
university entrance. 
 
 

Community Learning - SACE 

 
The SACE Board recognises that learning doesn't just happen in the 
classroom, but in all kinds of settings. SACE students can earn credits 
for community service or activities through recognised community-
developed programs or self-directed community learning. 
 
Community-developed programs: 
Many community organisations develop and accredit their own 
programs, and many of these are eligible for recognition towards the 
SACE. eg the Australian Music Examinations Board, The Duke of 
Edinburgh's International Award, and the SA Country Fire Service. 
Students who have received an award or certificate from one of the 
organisations detailed in the Recognised Community-developed 
Programs table may be eligible for SACE credits. 
Students can apply for recognition of a Community-developed 
program by completing the application form and submitting the form 
to their school's SACE Coordinator. 
 
Areas of community learning: 

 Community development 

 Independent living 

 Performance 

 Recreational skills and management 

 Self-development 

 Sports skills and management 

 Volunteering 

 Work skills and career development 
 
Self-directed Community Learning 
Credit for this may be gained through learning experiences that do 
not follow a formal, accredited curriculum. 
Individual students may participate in a range of programs or sets of 
activities that are not formally accredited. Examples of this type of 
learning include: 

 Officiating at a series of sporting events 

 Performing in sport at an elite level 

 Planning and coordinating community or recreational 
events 

 Taking a leadership role in community landcare or 
conservation groups 

 Taking a leadership role in community theatrical 
productions 

 Taking a leadership role in volunteer organisations 
 
This is assessed through an application form and an interview. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/learning/community-learning/areas-of-community-learning#section1
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/learning/community-learning/areas-of-community-learning#section2
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/learning/community-learning/areas-of-community-learning#section3
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/learning/community-learning/areas-of-community-learning#section4
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/learning/community-learning/areas-of-community-learning#section5
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/learning/community-learning/areas-of-community-learning#section6
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/learning/community-learning/areas-of-community-learning#section7
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/learning/community-learning/areas-of-community-learning#section8
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Research Project A/B – Stage 2 
 

Students must complete the Research Project with a C- grade or 
better, in order to achieve their SACE. 
The Research Project gives students the opportunity to study an area 
of personal interest in depth. The term ‘research’ is used broadly, and 
may include practical or technical investigations, issues-based 
research or exploratory enquiries. 
 
It can be related to other SACE subjects but students may not repeat 
or duplicate any studies or research tasks carried out in these 
subjects.  
Further information is available at: 
http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/research-project 
 
Assessment: 
Both project types have 70% school-based assessment. There are 3 
tasks: 
30% - Folio  

 Research proposal (maximum 500 words if written, 5 minutes 
if oral or a mixture if multimodal). 

 Evidence of research development of one or more 
capabilities and of learning, such as concept maps, learning 
logs, annotated articles, notes, sketches, diagrams, surveys 
and results, interviews. 

40% - Research Outcome 

 This shows the student’s key findings, supported with 
evidence and examples from their research and fully 
referenced. It could be a written (or oral) report or an essay. 

30% - Evaluation - externally assessed 

 Students reflect on and make judgements about the 
usefulness of their research processes and their evidence, 
decisions made in response to challenges and/or 
opportunities and the value of their research project to them 
(and where applicable, to others).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/research-project
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Digital Technologies 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Digital Technologies is about creating digital solutions to problems. Students create innovative solutions to problems that interest them. Solutions 
can be created through a variety of tools and programming languages. At its core, Digital Tech is about problem solving. Students develop their 
grit and growth mindset as they continuously improve their solutions to develop their best work. They have opportunities to work both 
individually and collaboratively at all year levels. 
In the middle school students use a variety of technologies including Sphero Robots, Scratch, Hummingbird Robots, Snap!, and Minecraft 
Education as tools to produce solutions. They also learn about how computers work by studying theory topics like data representation, computer 
networks, data compression, and operating systems. 
At SACE level students focus on one technology. They develop deep knowledge and high levels skills with this tool so they can develop more 
complex solutions. All assessment tasks are produced as videos, which allows students to demonstrate and explain their learning. 
 
 
 

Digital Technologies  

– Year 7 & 8  

Year 7: 

 PowerPoint 

 Spheros – introduction to visual programming using sphero 
robots 

 Data Representation – binary 

 Hummingbird Robotics – visual programming to control 
robots constructed by the students 

 Minecraft Education – visual programming in a virtual world 

 Spheros – introduction to general purpose programming 
using sphero robots 

 

 Hummingbird Robotics – general purpose programming to 
control robots constructed by the students 

 Python – turtle programming 

 Operating Systems 

 Computer Game Creation – using Unity and C# 
Year 8: 

 Spheros – recap visual programming skills & understanding 

 Hummingbird Robotics – visual programming to control 
robots constructed by the students 

 Careers in technology 

 Networks – the different types of computer networks, their 
purposes, and how they work 

 Minecraft Education – try general purpose programming in 
a virtual world 

 

Digital Technologies 

– Year 9  

 Spheros – introduction to general purpose programming 
using sphero robots 

 Hummingbird Robotics – general purpose programming to 
control robots constructed by the students 

 Python – turtle programming 

 Operating Systems 

 Computer Game Creation – using Unity and C# 

Digital Technologies 

– Year 10  

 

 Hummingbird Robotics – general purpose programming to 
control robots constructed by the students 

 Python – make a chat bot 

 Data Compression 

 Computer Game Creation – using Unity and C# 
 

Digital Technologies 

– Stage 1  

 Investigation – Ecosystems & Ethics (Collaborative) 

 Programming Skills – Unity & C# 

 Product Design Plan – plan and create a basic computer 
game 

 Advanced Programming – improve design plan and the 
game 

 
 

Digital 
Technology 

Digital 
Technology 

Digital 
Technology 

 

Digital 
Technology 

 

Digital 
Technology 

 

Digital 
Technology 

 

Information 
Processing & 

Publishing 

 

Information 
Processing & 

Publishing 

 

Information 
Processing & 

Publishing 

 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Stage 1 Stage 2 

https://youtu.be/ILq-wzA6fuo
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Information Processing & Publishing 

– Stage 1  

Information Processing and Publishing focuses on the use of 
technology to design and implement information-processing 
solutions. In Stage 1 students learn to professionally present business 
documents such as letters, emails and meeting minutes.  
Students are supported to learn the fundamental principles of design 
and basic graphic design skills to prepare them for Stage 2 which 
focusses on digital publishing / graphic design.  
 
Assessment: 

 Practical Assessment 50% – students produce business and 
digital documents. 

 Issues Analysis 20% – students research and report on an 
issue related to information processing and publishing.  

 Product & Documentation 30% - Students design, produce 
and explain a product such as a booklet, brochure, digital slide 
presentation etc. 

Pathways: Stage 2 Information, Processing & Publishing. 
Employment in business administration. 

 

Digital Technologies 

– Stage 2  

 Investigation – Research & Ethics 

 Data Analytics (Collaborative) 

 Programming Skills – produce a game 

 Iterative Project Development – improve on the first game 

 Collaborative Project – produce a game for a client 

 Individual Digital Solution – produce a game for a client 

Pathways: Study at TAFE or University in areas such as IT, Computer 
Science, Digital Technologies, or Engineering. 
 

Information Processing & Publishing 

– Stage 2 

Information Processing and Publishing focuses on the use of 
technology to design and implement information-processing 
solutions. Students build on their understanding of the design process 
to work more independently and develop their own style in fulfilling 
a design brief.   
 
Assessment: 
School Assessment 70% 
Practical Assessment 40%  

Tasks are negotiable and could include: 

 Personal documents such as letters, emails or invitations. 

 Advertisements  

 Promotional Posters 

 Dinner Menus 

 Logo designs 

 Digital Presentations 

Issues Analysis 30% – Students analyse an issue related to one or 
both of the focus areas they have studied e.g. impact of social media 
on teens, data mining etc. 

 Technical and Operational Analysis: Students analyse 

specifications of software and hardware products and make 

an informed recommendation 

External Assessment 30% 

 Product & Documentation 30% - Student use the design process 
to create a product for a client. They use a folio to document the 
design process and evaluate both the product and the design 
process used.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/Wt-ZlIfR8O0
https://youtu.be/ILq-wzA6fuo
https://youtu.be/Wt-ZlIfR8O0
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English 

 
 

 

 

 

English – Years 7, 8 & 9 
 

The Australian Curriculum: English aims to ensure that students: 

 learn to listen to, read, view, speak, write, create and reflect 
on increasingly complex and sophisticated spoken, written 
and multimodal texts across a growing range of contexts 
with accuracy, fluency and purpose 

 appreciate, enjoy and use the English language in all its 
variations and develop a sense of its richness and power to 
evoke feelings, convey information, form ideas, facilitate 
interaction with others, entertain, persuade and argue 

 understand how Standard Australian English works in its 
spoken and written forms and in combination with non-
linguistic forms of communication to create meaning 

 develop interest and skills in inquiring into the aesthetic 
aspects of texts, and develop an informed appreciation of 
literature. 

 

The Curriculum is arranged in three strands: 

 Language 

 Literature 

 Literacy 
 
 
 

 

English – Year 10 
 

 
 

Year 10 is a preparatory year to SACE. This is a crucial year for 
developing reading, writing, listening, viewing and speaking skills in a 
range of forms and situations. Students will also engage with 
contemporary, classical and everyday texts concentrating on 
character, theme and techniques.  
Students will also read and respond to a Shakespearian play and study 
poetry in a more formal way.  
 
Students will be given the opportunity to create texts:  

 Narratives 

 Persuasive Texts 

 Transformative Texts 

 Letters to the Editor 
 

Students respond to texts through: 

 Analytical Essays 

 Oral Responses 

 Annotations 

 Writer’s Statements 
 
Pathways: 
Year 11 English and can lead to Year 12 English Literary Studies, Year 
12 English and Year 12 Essential English. 
 

English – Stage 1 
 

A 20 credit SACE course studied over two semesters. At this level 
adult texts with themes relevant to older teenagers are introduced 
for class study, for example - novels, short stories, advertising, plays, 
poetry, Shakespeare and film. 
Students are expected to consider these texts thoughtfully and 
critically, looking at setting, character, themes and techniques in 
detail.  
 
Students are expected to extend their skills in writing, reading, 
listening and speaking in a range of situations and forms. At the end 
of each semester, students present a folio of the following work: 

 Responding to texts 

 Creative texts 

 One oral presentation 

 An extended study from two options: a language focus or a study 
based on a pair of texts 

 
Course work is subject to external moderation. 
 
Pathways: 
Stage 2 English Literary Studies, Stage 2 English or Stage 2 Essential 
English. 
 
 
 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Stage 1 Stage 2 

English  
Literary  
Studies 

 English  English  English English 

Essential 
English 

English English 

Essential 
English 

https://youtu.be/hhg9HPcGJVU
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Essential English  

– Stage 1  

 

Stage 1 Essential English is designed for a range of students, including 
those who are seeking to meet the SACE literacy requirement, 
students planning to pursue a career in a range of trades or vocational 
pathways, and those intending to continue their study of English at 
Stage 2. This subject prepares students to engage their English skills 
in their everyday lives by engaging with text types that commonly 
occur in the workplace and community.  
 
Students are assessed on:  

 Creating Texts (50%), for example Cover Letters, Workplace 
Interviews and Oral Presentations. 

 Analysing Texts (50%), for example analysing a Film, 
Workplace Documents and Advertising. 

Course work is subject to external moderation.  
 
Pathways: 
Leads to Stage 2 Essential English. 
There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 
 

English Literary Studies  

– Stage 2 
 
 
 

 

Stage 2 English Literary Studies focuses on the skills and strategies of 
critical thinking needed to interpret texts. Through shared and 
individual study of texts, students encounter different opinions about 
texts. They have opportunities to exchange and develop ideas, find 
evidence to support a personal view, learn to construct logical and 
convincing arguments, consider a range of critical interpretations of 
texts. 
English Literary Studies focuses on ways in which literary texts 
represent culture and identity, and on the dynamic relationship 
between authors, texts, audiences, and contexts. Students develop 
an understanding of the power of language to represent ideas, 
events, and people in particular ways and of how texts challenge or 
support cultural perceptions. In this course, students will focus on 
analysing  classics such as Shakespeare, Jane Austen, Oodgeroo 
Noonuccal, Charles Dickens and TS Elliot.   
 
Content: 

 Responding to Texts- (Analytical Essays) 50% 

 Creating Texts- (Narrative and Transformative Text) 20% 

 Comparative Text Study- (Comparative Essay) 15% 

 Critical Reading- (Exam) 15% 
 
Students who complete this subject with a C– grade or better will 
meet the literacy requirement of the SACE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English – Stage 2 

  
In English, students analyse the interrelationship of author, text, and 
audience, with an emphasis on how language and stylistic features 
shape ideas and perspectives in a range of contexts.  
They consider social, cultural, economic, historical, and/or political 
perspectives in texts and their representation of human experience 
and the world. 
Students explore how the purpose of a text is achieved through 
application of text conventions and stylistic choices to position the 
audience to respond to ideas and perspectives.  
They have opportunities to reflect on their personal values and those 
of other people by responding to aesthetic and cultural aspects of 
texts from the contemporary world, from the past, and from 
Australian and other cultures. 
 
 Content: 

 Responding to Texts  

 Creating Texts 

 Comparative Analysis 
 
Students who complete this subject with a C– grade or better will 
meet the literacy requirement of the SACE 
 
 

Essential English – Stage 2 

 

In this subject students respond to and create texts in and for a range 
of personal, social, cultural, community, and/or workplace contexts.  
Students develop an understanding of and interpret information, 
ideas, and perspectives in texts and consider ways in which language 
choices are used to create meaning.  
 
Content: 

 Responding to Texts 

 Creating Texts 

 Language Study 
 
Students who gain a C- grade or better in this subject will meet the 
literacy requirement of the SACE. 
 
 

https://youtu.be/zAwajJFSP0s
https://youtu.be/hhg9HPcGJVU
https://youtu.be/hhg9HPcGJVU
https://youtu.be/zAwajJFSP0s
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Food & Fibre 
(see Ag) 

Food & Hospitality 

 

 
Food & Fibre – Year 7 & 8 

 

 See Agriculture 
 

Food & Hospitality – Year 9 
 

Areas of study include: 

 Food Safety and Hygiene 

 Multi-cultural influences on Modern Australian Cuisine.  

 Food allergies and intolerances 

 Sustainable food ideas 

 Food trends 

 Sustainability 

Students will have the opportunity to investigate a wide range of 
issues related to the above topics with opportunities for 
individualisation of learning. They will design and create a variety of 
foods, followed with critical evaluation. 
 

Food & Hospitality – Year 10 
 

The course aims to develop: 

 Awareness of the sectors in the hospitality industry 

 Knowledge of effective / healthy meal planning  

 Knowledge of food origins and production / cultures 

 Management skills for small catering purposes 

 Practical food preparation skills 

 Safe food handling skills 

 Use of technology in kitchen operations 
Students will be involved in the planning, implementing and 
evaluating a variety of food practicals.  
 
Assessment: 
Assessment falls under Design and Technology and includes 
Practicals, Case Studies and an Investigation. 
 
Pathways: 
Stage 1 and 2 Food & Hospitality 
 

Food & Hospitality – Stage 1 

Food and Hospitality A & B are 10-credit subjects at Stage 1. Students 
may take one or both of these semester subjects.  
Areas of study: 

 Food, the Individual, and the Family 

 Local and Global Issues in Food and Hospitality 

 Trends in Food and Culture 

 Food and Safety 

 Food and Hospitality Industry 
 
Topics may include: 

 Skills and safe work practices in the preparation and 
presentation of food 

 Storage and handling of food, complying with current 
health and safety legislation 

 Investigation and analysis of contemporary food and 
hospitality issues, including current management practices 

 Group catering 

 Paddock to Plate 

 Cultural diversity and fusion 
 
Assessment:  

 Practical (50%) 

 Group Activity (25%)  

 Investigation (25%) 
 

Food & Hospitality – Stage 2 

 

Areas of study: 

 Contemporary and Future Issues 

 Economic and Environmental Influences 

 Political and Legal Influences  

 Sociocultural Influences 

 Technological Influences 
 
Assessment: 
School Assessment: 

 Practical Activity – 50% 

 Group Activity – 20% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Investigation – 30% 
 
Pathways: Food & Hospitality industries. Further studies in Kitchen 
Operations or Tourism. 
 
Other information: Students may be required to participate in 
activities outside school hours, both within the school and in the 
wider community. 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Stage 1 Stage 2 

Food & 
Hospitality 

Food & 
Hospitality 

Food & 
Hospitality 

 

Food & Fibre 
(see Ag) 

Food & 
Hospitality 

https://youtu.be/xXG7dxofT0w
https://youtu.be/xXG7dxofT0w
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Health & Physical 

Education 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Health & Physical Education  

– Years 7 - 9  
 

The Australian Curriculum: Health and Physical Education (F–10) aims 
to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to enable 
students to: 

 access, evaluate and synthesise information to take positive 
action to protect, enhance and advocate for their own and 
others’ health, wellbeing, safety and physical activity 
participation across their lifespan 

 develop and use personal, behavioural, social and cognitive 
skills and strategies to promote a sense of personal identity 
and wellbeing and to build and manage respectful 
relationships 

 acquire, apply and evaluate movement skills, concepts and 
strategies to respond confidently, competently and 
creatively in a variety of physical activity contexts and 
settings 

 engage in and enjoy regular movement-based learning 
experiences and understand and appreciate their 
significance to personal, social, cultural, environmental and 
health practices and outcomes 

 analyse how varied and changing personal and contextual 
factors shape understanding of, and opportunities for, 
health and physical activity locally, regionally and globally. 

 

Health & Physical Education  

– Year 10  
 

Through class negotiation with the teacher six practical topics will be 
selected from a range of invasion games, net-court games, target 
games and striking and fielding games. 
The theoretical aspects will be Health benefits of Physical Activity, 
Relationship and Sexual Health, Nutrition for Sport, Alcohol and 
Drugs, Mental Health and Wellbeing. 
 
Assessment:  

 Practical Performance (60%)  
 Theory Tasks (40%) 

 
Pathways: 
This course leads to Stage 1 Physical Education.  
 

Child Studies – Stage 1 

 

Child Studies Students explore the period of childhood from 
conception to eight years, and issues related to the growth, health 
and well-being of children.  
 
Areas of Study include: 

 The Nature of Childhood and the Socialisation and 
Development of Children 

Physical 
Education 

 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Stage 1 Stage 2 

 

Child Studies 
 

Child Studies 

Health & 
Wellbeing 

Health & 
Wellbeing 

  

Health & PE 
 

Health & PE 
Physical 

Education 
  

Health & PE 
 

Health & PE 

Outdoor 
Education 

Outdoor 
Education 

https://youtu.be/xYTfJVRvz9w
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 Children in Wider Society 

 Children, Rights, and Safety 

Assessment:  
 Practical Activity (50%) 
 Group Activity (25%) 
 Investigation (25%)  

 

Health & Wellbeing – Stage 1 
 

In Health and Wellbeing, student agency is promoted through 
providing opportunities to make responsible choices and decisions in 
a rapidly changing world. Students explore and develop skills as 
agents and advocates for change and consider moral and ethical 
perspectives.  
Students evaluate current trends and issues that impact health and 
wellbeing. They reflect on personal and community actions to 
promote and improve sustainable outcomes for individuals, 
communities and global society.  
 
School-based Assessment:  

 Practical Action - 60%  
 Issues Enquiry – 40% 

Pathways: This course leads to further studies at Stage 2 in Health.  
 

Nutrition – Stage 1 

  
Nutrition is the study of dietary, lifestyle, and healthy eating patterns 
with specific focus on nutrients in food, how the body uses nutrients, 
and the relationship between diet, health and disease. Students will 
apply knowledge and understanding of nutrition to conduct 
investigations and examine case studies. Students use technologies, 
scientific evidence and research to critically analyse information and 
make informed decisions or recommendations. 
 
Assessment: 

 Investigations Folio (70%) 

 Skills and Application Task (30%) 

Physical Education – Stage 1 

 

 
Through Physical Education, students explore the participation in and 
performance of human physical activities. Students explore their 
physical capacities and investigate the factors that influence and 
improve participation and performance outcomes, which lead to 
greater movement confidence. 
 
Stage 1 Physical Education has a focus on students learning in 
movement, and about movement. Learning is delivered through an 
integrated approach in which opportunities are provided for students 
to undertake and learn, through a wide range of authentic physical 
activities (sports). Students explore movement concepts and 
strategies through these physical activities to promote performance 
and participation outcomes. 
Assessment: 

 Improvement Analysis (50%) 

 Physical Activity Investigation (50%) 
 
Pathways: 
This course leads to further studies at Stage 2 in Physical Education, 
Integrated learning: Sports Studies and Community Studies. If 
considering Stage 2 Physical Education, it is recommended that 
students undertake Stage 1 Physical Education for the full year. 

 Child Studies – Stage 2 

Child Studies focuses on children’s growth and development from 
conception to 8 years. Students critically examine attitudes and 
values about parenting/caregiving and gain an understanding of the 
growth and development of children.  
 
Areas of study: 

 Contemporary and Future Issues 

 Economic and Environmental Influences 

 Political and Legal Influences 

 Sociocultural Influences 

 Technological Influences 
 
School Assessment: 

 Type 1 – Practical Activity (50%) 

 Type 2 – Group Activity (20%) 
 
External Assessment: 

 Investigation (30%) 
 

Health & Wellbeing– Stage 2 

In Health and Wellbeing, student agency is promoted through 
providing opportunities to make responsible choices and decisions in 
a rapidly changing world. They play an active role in negotiating what 
and how they will learn. Students explore and develop skills as agents 
and advocates for change and consider moral and ethical 
perspectives.  
Students evaluate current trends and issues that impact health and 
wellbeing. They reflect on personal and community actions to 
promote and improve sustainable outcomes for individuals, 
communities and global society.  
Health and Wellbeing is structured around four concepts of Health 
Literacy, Health Determinants, Social Equity and Health Promotion. 
They are considered through the lens of individual, community and 
global contexts. 
 
Assessment:  
School based assessment 70%  

 Initiative (40%) 

 Folio (30%) 
 
External Assessment  

 Inquiry (30%) 

Special Comments: There are no prerequisites for Stage 2 Health 
however having good communication skills will be an advantage.  
 
 

https://youtu.be/kAC-_MEdchM
https://youtu.be/xYTfJVRvz9w
https://youtu.be/PwCneiuPtJg
https://youtu.be/5Si3UEJ3XIM
https://youtu.be/kAC-_MEdchM
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Nutrition – Stage 2 

Nutrition is the study of dietary, lifestyle, and healthy eating patterns 
with specific focus on nutrients in food, how the body uses nutrients, 
and the relationship between diet, health and disease. Students will 
apply knowledge and understanding of nutrition to conduct 
investigations and examine scenarios. Students use technologies, 
scientific evidence and research to critically analyse information and 
make informed decisions or recommendations. 
Students will have opportunities to investigate global and local food 
trends, advancement in technology, and development of new foods 
and food packaging. These will impact on the future health of 

populations through nutrition needs. 
 

School Assessment: 

 Investigations Folio (30%) including:  
o one design practical investigation  
o one Science as a Human Endeavour (SHE) investigation 

 

 Skills and Application Tasks (40%) including:  
o three skills and application tasks, one of which must be a 

case study 
 

External assessment  

 Examination (30%) 

Physical Education – Stage 2 

Pre-requisite: It is recommended that students have previously 
undertaken Physical Education at Stage 1 level. 
In this subject, students are expected to apply knowledge and 
understanding of movement concepts and strategies in physical 
activity using subject-specific terminology. They apply feedback and 
implement strategies to improve participation and/or performance in 
physical activity. Students are also required to reflect on and evaluate 
participation and/or performance improvement in particular sports. 
They apply communication and collaborative skills in physical activity 
contexts. They are also required to analyse and evaluate evidence 
related to physical activity and evaluate implemented strategies to 
make recommendations for future directions. Students are no longer 
graded on their practical performance, but practical lessons are still a 
large proportion of the learning. 
School-based Assessment 70% :  

 Assessment Type 1: Diagnostics (30%) (two tasks) 
 Assessment Type 2: Improvement Analysis (40%) 

 
External Assessment:  

 Assessment Type 3: Group Dynamics (30%) 
Special Comments: Students should provide evidence of their 
learning through four assessments, including the external assessment 
component. 
 

Outdoor Education Year 10 

Year 10: Semester Elective (beginning in 2022). 
The activities we do and the learning that takes place occurs in natural 
environments, is about natural environments & is for natural 
environments.  

 What is involved: 

 Exposure to the variety of outdoor activities available 
locally, nation-wide, and internationally through a research 
task. 

 Developing practical outdoor skills such as basic navigation, 
cooking, reading weather reports/patterns, packing gear 
and tent set-up.  

 Building teamwork and leadership skills through group 
challenges and activities 

 Developing basic understanding of risk management and 
planning / preparing for expedition trips.   

 Discussions about conservation, current environmental 
issues, and sustainable practices for experiencing natural 
environments.  

Assessment:  

 Environmental issues theory assessment task 

 Planning and preparation of Expeditions  

 Practical execution on Expeditions  

 Reflection on Expedition experiences  

Pathways:  
This course leads to Stage 1 Outdoor Education which will be offered 
in Year 11 as a semester long subject. Stage 2 Outdoor Education 
which can then be completed in Year 12, this requires a minimum 1 
Semester of Stage 1 Outdoor Education.  
 Cost: 
Some cost may be required depending on Outdoor Activities selected. 
For example, additional instructors may be required, equipment hire, 
food for an expedition, National Park Entry Fees etc.   
 

  Outdoor Education – Stage 1 

SACE Stage 1: 1 Semester Subject (beginning 2022) 
 
Students develop skills and understanding in preparation and 
planning for outdoor experiences, risk management, and 
conservation practices, and develop their teamwork and practical 
outdoor skills.  
Potential Expeditions: 

 Local surfing camp (Point Drummond, Fisheries Beach or 
Surfers Beach Streaky Bay) 

 Local hiking trip (Port Lincoln or Coffin Bay National Park) 

 Canoeing/kayaking trip (Tod River Reservoir) 

 Hiking trip (Mambray Creek, Flinders Ranges)  

 Mountain Biking (Melrose, Mount Remarkable National Park) 
 
Assessment: 
Type 1: about natural environments 
Type 2: experiences in natural environments  
 
Pathways:  
 This subject will lead to Stage 2 Outdoor Education which will be 
offered in Year 12. To complete Stage 2 Outdoor Education students 
must complete a minimum 1 Semester of Stage 1 Outdoor Education.  
 Cost: 
Some cost may be required depending on Outdoor Activities selected. 
For example, additional instructors may be required, equipment hire, 
food for an expedition, National Park entry fees etc. First aid training 
course and community surf rescue courses could be offered. 

https://youtu.be/PwCneiuPtJg
https://youtu.be/1mXREPAmqQc
https://youtu.be/5Si3UEJ3XIM
https://youtu.be/1mXREPAmqQc
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Humanities & 

Social Sciences 
 
 
 
 

History – Year 7  

The Ancient World 

 Egypt OR Greece 

 India OR China 
 
 

Geography – Year 7 & 8 
 

Year 8 students undertake Geography for 1 Semester only. 
 
Students undertake study of geographical concepts such as 
sustainability, population movements and landscapes, showing their 
learning through digital analysis and representations. 
Topics covered include: 

 Changing Nations 

 Land Forms and Landscapes 

 Water and the world 

 Place and liveability 
 

 

History – Year 8  

The Ancient to the Modern World 

 Vikings 

 Polynesia 

 The Black Death 
 
 
 

History – Year 9 
 

The Making of the Modern World 

 Industrial Revolution 

 Colonisation 

 1st World War 
 
 

Geography – Year 9 
 

In the study of Geography at Year 9, students learn about the biomes 
of the world and how humans have adapted these biomes to suit food 
and fibre production, including environmental challenges including 
climate change. Students learn about the ways humans are 
connected through production, trade and waste. 
 
Topics include: 

 Biomes and Food Security 

 Geographies of Interconnections 
 
Assessments may include: 

 Reports 

 Data Analysis 

 Field Study Observations 

 Geographical Action on an Issue 
 
Pathways: 
This course can lead to Year 10 Geography.  
There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 
 

Geography 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Stage 1 Stage 2 

Modern 
History 

Modern 
History 

History History 

Ancient 
Studies 

  

Ancient 
Studies 

  

Geography Geography Geography Geography 

History History 

Film & Sound 
Production 
(see Arts) 

 

Media 

Studies  
Media 
Studies 

Geography 
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Geography – Year 10 
 

In the study of Geography at Year 10, students learn about 
environmental phenomena including the environmental functions 
that support all life, the major challenges to their sustainability, 
including human-induced climate change and environmental world 
views and local differences in human wellbeing between places. 
Students investigate measurements of health and wellbeing across 
the globe. 
Topics include: 

 Environmental Change And Management (Coastal Erosion) 

 Human Wellbeing 
 
Assessments may include: 

 Reports 

 Data Analysis 

 Field Study Observations 

 Geographical Action on an Issue, for example taking local 
awareness action on climate change 

Course work is subject to external moderation.  
 
Pathways: 
This course can lead to Stage 1 Geography.  
There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 

History – Year 10 
 

Topics may include: 

 World War II (1939-1945) 

 Rights and Freedoms (1945- Present) including American 
Civil Rights and Indigenous Civil Rights Movements 

 The Globalising World, including Migration Experiences, 
Popular Culture or The Environment Movement (1945-
present) 

 
Assessments may include: 

 Historical Timelines 

 Sources Analyses 

 Essays and Reports 

 Historical Investigations 
 
Pathways: 
Stage 1 Modern History or Stage 1 Ancient Studies, depending on 
student interest.  
There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 

Modern History – Stage 1 

 

In the study of Modern History at Stage 1, students explore changes 
within the world since 1750, examining developments and 
movements of significance, the ideas that inspired them, and their 
short- and long-term consequences on societies, systems, and 
individuals.  
Topics may include: 

 Imperialism 

 Decolonisation 

 Indigenous Peoples 

 Social Movements 

 Revolution 

 Or negotiated with the Teacher 

Assessments may include: 

 Three Historical Skills Assessments (80%), for example 
source analysis, a role-play, essays, debates, empathy tasks, 
oral presentations, among others. 

 One Historical Study (0%), which may be written, oral or 
multi-modal. 

Course work is subject to external moderation.  
Pathways: 
Stage 2 Modern History and shares similar skills of Historical Inquiry 
with Stage 2 Ancient Studies. 
 

Ancient Studies – Stage 1 
 

In Ancient Studies, students learn about the history, literature, 
society, and culture of ancient civilisations, which may include those 
of Asia–Australia, the Americas, Europe, and Western Asia, and the 
classical civilisations of Greece and Rome.  
 
Topics may include: 

 Understanding Ancient History 

 Art, Architecture and Technology 

 Social Structures, Slavery and Everyday Life 

 Warfare and Conquest 

 Mythology and Beliefs 

 Representations of Antiquity in Modern Cinema 
 
Assessments may include: 

 Three Historical Skills and Applications Assessments (75%), 
for example a role-play, essays, debates, empathy tasks, 
oral presentations, among others. 

 One Historical Inquiry (25%), which may be written, oral or 
multi-modal. 

 
Course work is subject to external moderation.  
 
Pathways: 
This course can lead to Stage 2 Ancient Studies, and shares similar 
skills of Historical Inquiry with Stage 2 Modern History. 
 

Geography – Stage 1 
 

In the study of Geography at Stage 1, students learn about 
environmental phenomena and human activities as diverse as natural 
hazards, landforms, tourism, economic development, agriculture, 
and urban planning. 
Topics may include: 

 Sustainable Places 

 Hazards 

 Contemporary Issues 
Assessments may include: 

 Three Geographical Skills and Applications (75%), for 
example oral presentation, report, written response, 
designing a map, proposing action to an issue 

 One Fieldwork (25%), for example in a written, oral or 
multimodal assessment, students may compare 
management strategies employed in the coastline, evaluate 
proposals and assess the impact of natural hazards on 
liveability. 

Course work is subject to external moderation.  
Pathways: 
Stage 2 Geography.  
There are no prerequisites for this course. 

https://youtu.be/picMvdt45OA
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Media Studies – Stage 1 

 

In Stage 1 Media Studies, students develop media literacy and 
production skills. They research, discuss and analyse media issues, 
and interact with, and create media products such as video or audio 
texts. Students explore the role of media in Australian and global 
contexts, and how media can exert a significant influence on the way 
people receive and interpret information about the world. 
 
Topics may include: 

 Careers in Media 

 Advertising 

 Creating Multimedia Texts 

 Making of the News 
 
Assessments may include: 

 Two Folio Tasks (50%) which may include an essay, oral 
report or group presentation. 

 One Interaction Study (25%) which is based on the analysis 
of the student’s own media usage 

 One Product (25%), for example creating an group or 
individual Video Production, Podcast, Animation, Radio 
Show or other media text. 

Pathways: 
Stage 2 Media Studies. 
There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 

Society & Culture –  Stage 1 

Stage 1 Potential Topics 

 A current social or cultural issue* 

 Forces for social change or continuity 

 The media 

 Popular culture 

 Power and authority in society 

 Prejudice and discrimination* 

 Lobby and advocacy groups and social change 

 Wealth, work, and status 

 Relationships between societies and natural 
environments* 

 The social impact of environmentally sustainable practices 
and environmentally unsustainable practices* 

 Contemporary Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
societies 

 Societies in rural and urban Australia 

 Cultures and subcultures in Australian society* 

 Australia’s relationships with the Asia–Pacific region* 

 The diversity of the Asia–Pacific region* 

 Refugee and migrant experiences and contributions* 

 Australia’s global connections 

 Australians as global citizens* 

 World-shaping phenomena* 

 Peace and conflict* 

*indicates the topics most likely to be covered.  

In this 10-credit subject, students will complete 3-4 assessments. The 
weighting is decided by the teacher. Students must complete at least 
one assessment from each assessment type: 

 Assessment Type 1: Sources Analysis 

 Assessment Type 2: Group Activity 

 Assessment Type 3: Investigation. 

Geography – Stage 2 

 
Topics may include: 

 Environmental Change, including Climate Change and 
Ecosystems and Ecological Footprints 

 Social and Economic Change, including Globalisation, 
Population Change and Transforming Global Inequality. 

 
Assessments may include: 

 Four Geographical Skills and Applications Assessments 
(40%), for example oral presentation, report, written 
response, designing a map, proposing action to an issue 

 One Fieldwork Report (30%), for example in a written, oral 
or multimodal assessment, students may compare 
management strategies employed in the coastline, evaluate 
proposals and assess the impact of natural hazards on 
liveability. 

 One External Assessment: Examination (30%) 
 
Course work is subject to external moderation.  
Pathways: 
This course can lead to careers such as Town Planner, School Teacher, 
Market Researcher, Tourism Officer, Geographical Information 
Systems Officer, Environmental Consultant, Nature Conservation 
Officer.  
There are no prerequisites for this course. It is recommended 
students undertake study in Stage 1 Geography prior to this course. 
 

Modern History – Stage 2 

 

In Stage 2 Modern History, students explore relationships among 
nations and groups, examine some significant and distinctive features 
of the world since 1945, and consider their impact on the 
contemporary world. 
 

Topics may include: 

 Modern Nations, including Australia, Germany  or USA to 
1950s, The Soviet Union and Russia (1945-c.2004), 
Indonesia (1942-2005) 

 The World Since 1945, including Australia and South-East 
Asian Relations, China (1949-2012), The Struggle for Peace 
in the Middle East (1945-Present), The Changing World 
Order (1945-2000’s) 

 

Assessments may include: 

 Five Historical Skills Assessments (50%), for example a role-
play, essays, debates, empathy tasks, oral presentations, 
Source Analysis, among others. 

 One Historical Study (20%), which may be written, oral or 
multi-modal. 

 One Examination (30%) consisting of a Source Analysis and 
an Essay. 

 
 

https://youtu.be/0dzztOnnQhA
https://youtu.be/unT-JO7jMKQ
https://youtu.be/picMvdt45OA
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Pathways: 
This course can lead to careers including Historian, Teaching, 
Museum Curating, Departmental or Clerical Work, Research, 
Journalism, Legal, Politics. 
 
There are no prerequisites for this course apart for the desire to have 
fun whilst learning and the need to know what history can teach us 
about our world. It is recommended students have studied Stage 1 
Modern History. 
 

Ancient Studies – Stage 2 
 

In Ancient Studies, students learn about the history, literature, 
society, and culture of ancient civilisations, which may include those 
of Asia–Australia, the Americas, Europe, and Western Asia, and the 
classical civilisations of Greece and Rome.  
 
Topics may include: (Greek, Roman, Chinese, Indian or Assyrian) 

 Daily Life 

 Military Conflict 

 Political Power and Authority 

 Religion 

 Literature (for example Homer’s The Odyssey, Wu 
Cheng’en’s Journey To The West (Monkey)) 

 Drama, Poetry (for example Sophocles’ Oedipus or 
Shudraka’s Little Clay Tart) 

 
Assessments may include: 

 Four Skills and Applications Assessments (50%) for example 
interactive maps, virtual museums, creative writing, 
creating a computer game, essays – two of which must be 
under supervised conditions. 

 Two Connections Assessments (20%) for example 
connecting different classical and ancient societies, or 
classical or ancient and contemporary society. 

 External Assessment: Inquiry (30%), which may be written 
or multimodal or oral. 

 

Course work is subject to external moderation.  
 

Pathways: 
This course can lead to careers including Historian, Teaching, 
Museum Curating, Public Service, Clerical Work, Research, 
Journalism, Legal, Politics.  
There are no prerequisites for this course apart for the desire to have 
fun whilst learning and the need to know what history can teach us 
about our world. It is recommended students study Stage 1 Ancient 
Studies to form background knowledge for Stage 2 Ancient Studies. 
 

Media Studies – Stage 2 

In Stage 2 Media Studies, students develop media literacy and 
production skills. They research, discuss and analyse media issues, 
and interact with, and create media products such as video or audio 
texts. Students explore the role of media in Australian and global 
contexts, and how media can exert a significant influence on the way 
people receive and interpret information about the world, explore 
their own and other cultures, make economic choices, develop 
political ideas, and spend their leisure time.                                                                                                            
 

Topics may include: 

 Cult TV/Film 

 Community Media 

 Short Film 

 Photojournalism 

 Documentary 
 

Assessments may include: 

 Folio Tasks (30%) – Two Explorations, for example essays, 
and One Interaction on the student’s own media usage. 

 Product Tasks (40%) – one Group and one Individual, which 
may include Short Film, Radio Show, Podcast among others. 

 External Assessment: One Investigation (30%) on a 
contemporary Media issue – this may be multimodal or 
written. 

 

Assessment: 
Course work is subject to external moderation.  
There are no prerequisites for this course. It is recommended 
students have studied Media Arts at Year 10 or Media Studies in Year 
11 as adequate background knowledge to Stage 2 Media Studies. 
 

Society & Culture – Stage 2 

In Stage 2 Society and Culture, students learn about how 
communities within Australia and internationally experience change. 
This subject aims to help students understand how society is 
continually evolving and help them to empathise with communities 
and individuals that experience life differently to them. They will also 
learn and analyse different ways that change takes place in society, 
and how they can contribute to these changes. Students will study 
the role of significant events, people and ideas that are contributing 
to the recent changes that we have been witnessing in modern 
society. Potential case studies may include The Black Lives Matter 
Movement, The Extinction Rebellion, LGBTQI+ rights, the rise of social 
media influence in the modern world and refugee/migrant 
communities in Australia.  
During the year, students must study two out of the three groups of 
topics, as listed below: 
 
Group 1 Topics: Culture 

 Cultural Diversity* 

 Youth Culture 

 Work and Leisure 

 The Material World* 

Group 2 Topics: Contemporary Challenges  

 Social Ethics 

 Contemporary Contexts of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples* 

 Technological Revolutions 

 People and the Environment* 

Group 3 Topics: Global Issues  

 Globalisation  

 A Question of Rights* 

 People and Power* 

 *indicates topics most likely to be taught next year 
School Assessment (70%) 

o Assessment Type 1: Folio (50%) 3 tasks 
o Assessment Type 2: Interaction (20%) 2 tasks 

External Assessment (30%) 

 Assessment Type 3: Investigation (30%).

https://youtu.be/0dzztOnnQhA
https://youtu.be/unT-JO7jMKQ
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Languages 

 
 
 

 

French (Entry) – Years 9-10 

 
Students: 

 Learn to interact in written and spoken French to 
communicate  

 Learn the rules for pronunciation and grammar  
 Use French to explain basic features of language, making 

connections with terms such as ‘verb’, ‘adjective’, noun’ and 
‘agreement’ that are used in English learning,  

 Incorporating concepts such as grammatical gender.  
 Identify relationships between parts of words (prefixes and 

suffixes) and stems of words. 
 

 

Spanish (Entry) – Years 9-10 

 
Students:  

 Learn to interact in written and spoken Spanish 

 Learn the rules for pronunciation and grammar, and to 
use metalanguage in Spanish to explain basic features 
of language, making connections with terms such as ‘verb’, 
‘adjective’, noun’ and ‘agreement’  

 Incorporating concepts such as grammatical gender.  

 They identify relationships between parts of words (prefixes 
and suffixes) and stems of words. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Stage 1 Stage 2 
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Design Technology & 

Engineering 
 

 

 
 

Material Products – Year 7 & 8 

Topics may include: 
 Safety Introduction 
 Practical Introduction Task 
 Timber –Wooden Peg, puzzle, candy dispenser, bowling 

(combines timber, metal & 3D printing)  
 Use of various Machines, Power tools and Hand tools 
 Metal Fabrication - Metal spinner, sheet metal catch (bowling 

alley) 
 Oxy-Acetylene and welding techniques  
 CADD (Computer Aided Design Drawings) - component 

generation, design drawings 
 
Assessment: 
 Completed practical projects 
 Project booklets/design folios  
 

Material Products: Wood  

– Year 9  
 

Topics may include: 
 Introduction - Safety tool/machine presentation  
 Practical Introduction – Practise joints for accuracy  
 Timber – Carry Tray, side table, foot stool  
 Use of various Machines, Power tools and Hand tools 
 Skills developed and utilised throughout – Measuring and 

marking, cutting, filing, sanding, drilling, application of finishes 
 CADD (Computer Aided Design Drawings) - Component 

generation, Design drawings 
 
Assessment: 
 Completed practical projects 
 Project booklets/design folios 

Material Products: Metal  

– Year 9  
 

Topics may include: 
 Introduction - Safety tool/machine presentation  
 Metal Fabrication and bending – Sheet metal tool box   
 Metal – Nutman project, Designer needs project  
 Use of various Machines, Power tools and Hand tools 
 Skills developed and utilised throughout – Measuring and 

marking, cutting, filing 
 Other topics covered - Metal-welding, joining and fabrication, 

Oxy-Acetylene equipment and safety, Braze welding techniques 
 CADD (Computer Aided Design Drawings) - Component 

generation, Design drawings 
 
Assessment: 
 Completed practical projects 
 Project booklets/design folios 
 

Material Products: Wood  

– Year 10  
 

Topics may include: 
 Safety Introduction – Student demonstrations on tools/machines  
 Sustainability – Pallet timber 
 Traditional wood working joints  
 Major Project – Coffee Table  
 Design Folio – Coffee Table 
 Other topics covered - Safe use of machinery and power tools 
 CADD (Computer Aided Design Drawings) - Component 

generation, Design drawings, Component assembly 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Stage 1 Stage 2 

Design 
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Students are given tasks to equip them with the knowledge, skills and 
understanding about materials, tools and processes. 
 
Assessment: 
 Completed practical projects 
 Sustainability - Pallet timber  
 Major Project Design Folio 
 Completed Design Drawings 
Pathways: 
Stage 1 and 2 Material Products and Furniture Construction, interest 
in Design, Fabrication, Manual Arts, the construction industry and 
post-graduation study. 
 

Material Products: Metal  

– Year 10  
 

Topics may include: 
 Safety Introduction – Student demonstrations on tools/machines  
 Practise Tasks – MIG Welding, Grinding cutting, Metal Lathe, 

Metal 
 Folding Camp Shovel 
 Research Task - Local business/Industry  
 Folding Camp BBQ 
 Other topics covered - Safe use of machinery and power tools 
 CADD (Computer Aided Design Drawings) - Component 

generation, Design drawings, Component assembly 
 
Students are given tasks to equip them with the knowledge, skills and 
understanding about materials, tools and processes. 
 
Assessment: 
 Completed practical projects 
 Major Project Design Folio 
 Research Task  
 Completed Design Drawings 
 
Pathways: 
Stage 1 and 2 Material Products and Furniture Construction, interest 
in Design, Fabrication, Manual Arts, the construction industry and 
post-graduation study. 
 

Design, Technology & 

Engineering – Stage 1 

Students undertake Design & Technology Material Products: Stage 1 
for one semester with the option to complete another semester. 
Students focus on either Wood or Metal and cannot complete a 
second semester focusing on the material.  
 

Topics covered: 
Assessment Type 1: Specialised Skills Task 1 

- Skills and Application Task   
- Evaluation of product (Skills and Application Task) 

 Assessment Type 2: Specialised Skills Task 2 
- CADD Design Exercise  
- Evaluation of product (CADD Design Exercise) 

 Design Process and Solution  
- Major Project  
- Design Folio 
- Evaluation  

 

Assessment: 
 Type 1 - Specialised Skills Task 1 & 2 
 Type 2 - Design process and solution 
 
 

Design, Technology & 

Engineering – Stage 2 
 

At Stage 2 students explore possible solutions to a problem or 
opportunity. They investigate and analyse the purpose, design 

features, materials and production techniques in a given context. This 
information is used to create a design brief that provides the basis for 
the development of potential solutions.  The importance of the design 
process as a preliminary to the realisation process is emphasised, as 
is ongoing evaluation of the solution. 
 
Topics covered: 
 Assessment Type 1: Specialised Skills Task 1  

- 1. Skills and Application Task  
- 2. Evaluation of product (Skills and Application Task) 

 Assessment Type 1: Specialised Skills Task 2 
- 3. CADD of Skills and Application Task 
- 4. Evaluation of CADD 

 Assessment Type 2: Design Process and Solution   
- Major Project  
- Design Folio 
- Evaluation 

 Assessment Type 3: Resource Study  
- Resource Investigation 
- Issues Exploration  

 
Assessment: 
 Type 1 - Specialised Skills Task 1 & 2 
 Type 2 - Design Process and Solution 
 Type 3 – Resource Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/vR7vOF1Cvu4
https://youtu.be/vR7vOF1Cvu4
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Mathematics 

 
(The broken lines indicate Specialist Mathematics must be studied concurrently with another maths subject) 

Mathematics – Year 7 & 8 
 

All students will develop their mathematical knowledge and skills in 
the curriculum strands of: 

 Number and Algebra 

 Measurement and Geometry 

 Statistics and Probability 
 
Students will be assessed using a variety of activities including tests, 
worksheets, investigations, projects and oral and multimodal 
presentations. 
 
Topics covered in Year 8 include: 

 Number and place value 

 Real numbers 

 Money and Financial Mathematics 

 Patterns and Algebra 

 Linear and non-linear relationships 

 Using units of measurement 

 Geometric reasoning 

 Chance 

 Data representation and interpretation 
 

Mathematics – Year 9 

  

All students will continue to develop their mathematical knowledge 
and skills in the curriculum strands of: 

 Number and Algebra 

 Measurement and Geometry 

 Statistics and Probability 

Students will be assessed using a variety of activities including tests, 
worksheets, investigations, projects and oral and multimodal 
presentations. 
Topics covered in Year 9 Mathematics include: 

 Indices 

 Chance 

 Similarity and Trigonometry 

 Linear and Non-linear Relationships 

 Measurement  

 Coordinate Geometry 

 Financial Maths 

 Statistics 
 

Mathematics – Year 10 
 

All students will continue to develop their mathematical knowledge 
and skills in the curriculum strands of: 

 Number and Algebra 

 Measurement and Geometry 

 Statistics and Probability 
 
Students will be assessed using a variety of activities including tests, 
worksheets, investigations, projects, and oral and multimodal 
presentations. 
Topics covered in Year 10 Mathematics: 

 Chance 

 Algebraic Fractions 

 Equations and Formulae 

 Geometry 

 Trigonometry 

 Quadratics 

 Statistics 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Stage 1 Stage 2 
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 Financial Maths 

 Measurement 
 
 

Essential Mathematics  

– Stage 1  
 

Content: Covers six topics over the year: 

 Calculations, Time and Ratio 

 Earning and Spending 

 Geometry 

 Data in Context 

 Measurement 

 Investing 
 
Assessment:  
Four tasks per semester – either two SATs + two investigations, or 3 
SATs + 1 investigation.  Investigations are a maximum of 6 pages. 
 
Pathways:  
Students can proceed to Essential Mathematics in Stage 2. 
 

General Mathematics  

– Stage 1  

 

Content: Covers six topics over the year: 

 Investing and Borrowing 

 Measurement 

 Statistical Investigation 

 Applications of Trigonometry 

 Linear and Exponential Functions and their Graphs 

 Matrices and Networks 
 
Assessment:  
Four tasks per semester – either two SATs + two investigations, or 3 
SATs + 1 investigation. Investigations are a maximum of 8 pages. 
 
Pathways:  
Students can proceed to General Mathematics or Essential 
Mathematics in Stage 2. 
 

Mathematics – Stage 1 

 

 Content:   
Semester 1: 

 Functions and Graphs 

 Polynomials 

 Trigonometry 
Semester 2: 

 Counting and Statistics 

 Growth and Decay 

 Introduction to Differential Calculus 
Assessment:  
Four tasks per semester – either two tests + two assignments, or 3 
tests + 1 assignment. Assignments are a maximum of 8 pages. 
 

Pathways:  
Students can proceed to Mathematical Methods, General 
Mathematics or Essential Mathematics in Stage 2. 
 

Specialist Mathematics 

– Stage 1  
 

Audience: Students who are strong in maths and would like to extend 
themselves further. This subject is undertaken concurrently with 
Stage 1 Mathematics. It is split into Specialist Maths A and Specialist 
Maths B. This subject will help to prepare students for tertiary studies 
in the mathematical sciences, engineering, computer science and 
physical sciences. 
Specialist Maths A in particular will prepare students well for Stage 1 
and 2 Physics. 
Students can elect for both or either of Specialist Maths A & B, though 
both must be completed to undertake Stage 2 Specialist Maths. 
 
Content:  
Specialist Maths A: 

 Arithmetic and Geometric Sequences and Series 

 Geometry 

 Vectors in the Plane 
 
Specialist Maths B: 

 Further Trigonometry 

 Matrices 

 Real and Complex Numbers 
 
Assessment:  
Four tasks per semester – either 2 SATs + 2 investigations, or 3 SATs 
+ 1 investigation. Investigations are a maximum of 8 pages. 
 
Pathways:  
Students can proceed to Specialist Mathematics in Stage 2. 
 
 

Essential Mathematics  

– Stage 2  
 

Content:  
Covers five topics over the year: 

 Scales, Plans and Models 

 Measurement 

 Business Applications 

 Statistics 

 Investments and Loans 
 
Assessment:  
Four Skills and Applications Tasks (30%). Equivalent of one SAT must 
be undertaken without the use of a calculator or notes. 
Three Investigations (40%) each of maximum 8 pages or equivalent 
multimodal. 
External examination (30%) on Topics 2, 4 and 5 (2 hours). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/NDF7m1_r4eY
https://youtu.be/9SM59jOnqSY
https://youtu.be/1DRzrU3Awt0
https://youtu.be/NDF7m1_r4eY
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General Mathematics  

– Stage 2  
 

Content:  
Covers five topics over the year: 

 Modelling with Linear Relationships 

 Modelling with Matrices 

 Statistical Models 

 Financial Models 

 Discrete Models 
Assessment:  
Five Skills and Applications Tasks. Equivalent of one SAT must be 
undertaken without the use of a calculator or notes. 
Two mathematical investigations each of maximum 12 pages or 
equivalent multimodal. 
External examination (30%) on Topics 3, 4 and 5 (2 hours). 
 

Mathematical Methods  

– Stage 2  

 

Content:  
Covers six topics over the year: 

 Further Differentiation and Applications 

 Discrete Random Variables 

 Integral Calculus 

 Logarithmic Functions 

 Continuous Random Variables and the Normal Distribution 

 Sampling and Confidence Intervals 
Topics 1, 3 and 4 comprise a study of Calculus; 2, 5 and 6 relate to 
Statistics. 
 
Assessment:  
Six Skills and Applications Tasks (50%) in the year covering all topics. 
Equivalent of one SAT must be undertaken without the use of a 
calculator or notes. 
One mathematical investigation (20%) of maximum 15 pages or 
equivalent multimodal. 
External examination (30%) on all topics (2 hours). 
 
 

Specialist Mathematics  

– Stage 2  
 

Audience: Students interested in studying mathematics, engineering, 
computer science or physical sciences at a tertiary level. 
This subject must be undertaken concurrently with Mathematical 
Methods. 
 
Content:  
Covers six topics over the year: 

 Mathematical Induction 

 Complex Numbers 

 Functions and Sketching Graphs 

 Vectors in Three Dimensions 

 Integration Techniques and Applications 

 Rates of Change and Differential Equations 
Topics 5 and 6 extend the study of Calculus begun in Mathematical 
Methods. 
 

Assessment:  
Six Skills and Applications Tasks in the year covering all topics. 
Equivalent of one SAT must be undertaken without the use of a 
calculator or notes. 
One mathematical investigation of maximum 15 pages or equivalent 
multimodal.  
External examination on all topics (2 hours). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/1DRzrU3Awt0
https://youtu.be/9SM59jOnqSY
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Sciences 
 
 
 
Science is a way of understanding the world around us and is able to inform problem solving and decision making in many areas of life. Many of the 
major challenges and opportunities that confront our world need to be approached from a scientific perspective, taking into account social and 
ethical considerations.  
Each of the science subjects incorporate three strands of science learning:   

 Science Inquiry Skills – student learn practical science skills to help them to use the scientific method to test ideas and develop new  
knowledge.  

 Science as a Human Endeavour – students learn that the development of science is a way of understanding the world around us and a way 
of critically investigating ideas. Students explore the purpose, use, and influence of science in society.  

 Science Understanding – the specific understandings about concepts and theories in the different subjects.  
 

Science – Year 7 - 10 
 

Each year students study topics within the areas of: 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Physics 

 Earth & Space 
o Year 9 students have the chance to attend the University of 

Adelaide Science Experience (cost associated). 
o Year 9 & 10 students have the opportunity to compete in 

the annual Science & Engineering Challenge (cost 
associated if the Team progresses past Regionals). 

 

Biology – Stage 1 

Topics:  
Semester 1 (10 credits): 

 Topic 1: Cells and Micro-organisms  
 Topic 2: Infectious Disease 

Semester 2 (10 credits): 
 Topic 3: Multicellular Organisms  
 Topic 4: Biodiversity and Ecosystem Dynamics  

School-based Assessment (per Semester):  

 2 x Investigations Folio  

 2 x Skills and Assessment Tasks 
Pathways: Stage 2 Biology. 
 
 

Chemistry – Stage 1 

 

Topics Covered:  
Semester 1 (10 credits):  

 Materials and their atoms  
 Combinations of atoms  
 Acids and bases 

Semester 2 (10 credits):  
 Molecules (organic chemistry)  
 Mixtures and solutions  
 Redox reactions  

Assessment:  

 Assessment Type 1: Investigations Folio  
o 1x Completion practical  
o 1x Deconstruct & Design Practical  
o 1x Science as a Human Endeavour Investigation  

 Assessment Type 2: Skills and Applications Tasks.  
o 1x Semester exam OR topic test  

Prerequisites:  
o None.  

Pathways: Stage 2 Chemistry and/or Biology. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Stage 1 Stage 2 

Biology Biology 

Science Chemistry Chemistry Science 

Physics 

Science Science 

Physics 

https://youtu.be/xFIMRFs8Qjk
https://youtu.be/gxLCmzPGaIk
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Physics – Stage 1 

Topics:  
 Linear Motion & Forces  
 Electricity and Heat (Semester 1)  
 Energy & Momentum  
 Waves  
 Nuclear Models   
 Radioactivity (Semester 2) 

School-based Assessment:  
 Investigations Folio (50%) 
 Skills and Application Tasks (50%) 

Pathways: Stage 2 Physics. 
 

Biology – Stage 2 
 

Topics:   

 Topic 1: DNA and Proteins  

 Topic 2: Cells as the Basis of Life 

 Topic 3: Homeostasis 

 Topic 4: Evolution 
 
School-based Assessment (70%)  
Assessment Type 1: 

 Investigations Folio (30%) – includes 2 x Practical 
Investigation and 1 x Science as a Human Endeavour 
Investigation 

 
Assessment Type 2:  

 Skills and Applications Tasks (40%) x 4 
 
External Assessment (30%)  
Assessment Type 3:   

 2 hour Examination (30%) 
 
Costs: Workbooks and Study Guides may be required at an extra cost. 
Pre-requisite: It is highly recommended that students have 
completed a full year of Stage 2 Biology with a minimum B grade. 
Pathways: Health Science, Veterinary Science, Pharmacology, 
Nutrition, Forensic Science, Environmental Science, Agriculture, 
Aquaculture. 
 

Chemistry – Stage 2 

 

Topics:  
 Monitoring the Environment 
 Managing Chemical Processes  
 Organic and Biological Chemistry  
 Managing Resources 

 
Assessment (whole year):  

 1x Completion practical  

 1x Deconstruct & Design Practical  

 1x Science as a Human Endeavour Investigation  

 4x topic tests  

 External Assessment - 2 hour exam  
Costs: Study Guides may be required at an extra cost. 
Pathways: Engineering, Health Science, Forensic Science, 
Manufacturing or Medical Industries, Analytical Science. 
 
 

Physics – Stage 2 

 

Topics:  
 Motion and Relativity  
 Electricity and Magnetism  
 Light and Atoms 

 
School-based Assessment:  

 Investigations Folio (30%)  
 Skills and Application Tasks (40%) 

 
External Assessment:  

 Examination (30%) 
 
Costs: Study Guides may be required at an extra cost. 
Pre-requisite: A very sound understanding of Stage 1 Physics is 
strongly recommended. 
 
Pathways: Engineering, Health Science, Environmental Science, 
Forensic Science, Radiography, Oceanography, Meteorology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/q0GoC1npIMA
https://youtu.be/xFIMRFs8Qjk
https://youtu.be/q0GoC1npIMA
https://youtu.be/gxLCmzPGaIk
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Other Options 
 

Open Access & Local Delivery 
 

Stage 1 and 2 students have the option of studying subjects through 
alternative delivery mode if the need exists. To be successful students 
need to demonstrate independent learning skills and have the ability 
to meet deadlines without a face-to-face teacher. The school 
supports students who wish to extend the range of subject choice by 
studying through the Open Access College or Local Delivery. This is an 
extra cost to the school, both in terms of upfront fees and staffing. 
Currently Open Access and Local Delivery fees are $1000 (including 
GST) per subject/semester and $2000 (including GST) for a year 
course. The school absorbs all staffing costs associated with all Open 
Access enrolments. This equates to approximately $1000 per subject 
over a year.  

 

Local Delivery is a way of offering more subjects to students across 
the Eyre Peninsula where class numbers are too small to enable 
regular face-to-face lessons. A teacher from one school on the 
Peninsula provides lessons via video conferencing, email and other 
technology to students in other schools. All teachers visit at least once 
per term to meet with students face-to-face. 

Subjects include: 

 Specialist Maths 

 Chemistry 

 Biology 

 Physics 

 Psychology 

Courses available via Open Access can viewed at their website 
https://www.openaccess.edu.au/curriculum/sace. There may be 
additional costs for Open Access as in some Stage 2 Open Access 
subjects students may be required to spend a few days in Adelaide. 
All materials fees need to be covered by the student (i.e. user pays). 

Any Open Access or Local Delivery subjects can be discussed during 
subject counselling. 

 

 

Career Pathways  
 

Vocational Education Training 

(VET) 
 
Cummins Area School provides opportunities for students to access 
quality vocational education and training (VET) programs, vocational 
literacy and numeracy and career information that create a pathway 
to their future. 
What is Vocational Education and Training (VET)? 
These are secondary school vocational programs that: 

 focus on industry areas where there are skills shortages 
and good career prospects 

 provide practical vocational experiences including workplace 
learning which build skills and understanding of the industry, 
along with relevant vocational literacy and numeracy skills 

 provide credit towards a recognised Vocational Education 
and Training qualification which can lead to shorter time 
spent in an apprenticeship or TAFE studies 

 provide pathways into apprenticeships, traineeships, further 
education or training and direct employment 

 provide credits towards some of the SACE (Stage 1 and/or 
Stage 2) 

 
What is a FIP? 
A FIP refers to a Flexible Industry Pathway, and is part of the Vet for 
Schools initiative. Depending on the needs of employers, FIPs 
include VET qualifications at Certificate II and III level that industry 
considers suitable for school students. They also include enterprise 
and employability skills training delivered through SACE, provided by 
SACE Workplace Practices (Stage 1 and 2). Importantly, FIPs include 
compulsory SACE subjects along with a Certificate so that students 
can complete both a VET qualification and their SACE concurrently. 
The list of Flexible Industry Pathways can be found at 
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/schools-and-
educators/curriculum-and-teaching/pathways-further-education-
and-employment. Students are only able to undertake VET on this 
list as part of their schooling. 
 
Entry to a Certificate Course: 

 The VET Readiness Orientation (VETRO) is an upfront 
assessment, induction and orientation to VET, carried out 
by the Registered Training Organisation (RTO) delivering 
the course. VETRO has been developed as the entry point 
into a full qualification to ensure students are ready to 
commence their training and to identify any support that a 
student may need. All students undertaking a full 
qualification will need to complete VETRO. 

 It is also a requirement that students have completed 
Workplace Learning (Work experience) in their area of 
interest prior to being considered for the Certificate. 

 Closing dates for applications: 

 Please note all students must have registered their 
interest and completed an application in a VET course 
before the end of Term 3. Failure to meet these deadlines 
may result in students not being admitted to the course. 

Cost: Students have access to subsidised training which reduces the 
cost of 1 Certificate II and one Certificate III over their lifetime. The 
courses range in cost - up to several hundred dollars. The cost is the 
responsibility of the family. Upon completion of the qualification the 
school will refund part of fee to the family. The School Card provides 
a further subsidy. 

 

 

https://www.openaccess.edu.au/curriculum/sace
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/schools-and-educators/curriculum-and-teaching/pathways-further-education-and-employment
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/schools-and-educators/curriculum-and-teaching/pathways-further-education-and-employment
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/schools-and-educators/curriculum-and-teaching/pathways-further-education-and-employment


O t h e r  O p t i o n s  

36 
 

School-Based Apprenticeship  

/ Trainee (SBAT) 
 

As part of a student’s SACE studies, they can commence an 
apprenticeship or traineeship whilst still at school. Students must be 
in year 10 to commence a SBAT. 
 
School-Based Apprenticeships: An Australian Apprenticeship which 
is undertaken part time whilst students still attend school. It provides 
students with hands-on industry experience and the ability to work 
toward or complete a nationally recognised qualification. Students 
need to complete the equivalent of 7.6 hours of work per week, 
where they will receive relevant industry award payment. 
 
School Based Traineeships: The student undertakes Cert II/III non-
trade study and training associated with their employment SBAT’s  
earn SACE credits. 
 
Students wishing to explore these options must be aware of the 
disruption to their school timetable; accordingly, they must be very 
organised and committed to their studies. 
 
Students will need to meet with the SACE and VET Coordinator to 
organise work experience in their chosen field. An Apprenticeship 
Broker will then work with the student and the SACE and VET 
Coordinator to work with possible employers in the field. 
 
Students must be aware that this training will be outside of regular 
lessons and will incur costs depending on the course, extent of 
training and the provider. It may be delivered in block release or 
regularly each week. Accordingly, students must be well organised in 
order to complete the rest of their school work. 
 
All courses are Nationally Accredited and count towards SACE (70 
nominal hours of study is equivalent to 10 SACE credits). 
 

Tertiary Entrance 
 

Applications for university and TAFE courses are handled by SATAC.  
 
To be eligible to apply for university, you must: 

 complete the SACE 

 complete at least 90 credits at Stage 2, of which at least 60 
credits must be from 20-credit Tertiary Admissions Subjects 
(TAS), and the other 30 credits from TAS, and up to 20 credits 
of Recognised Studies 

 complete any prerequisites required for your chosen 
university courses 

 comply with the rules regarding subject combinations and 
preclusions 

 obtain an Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) 
 
Tertiary Admissions Subjects 
A Tertiary Admissions Subject (TAS) is a SACE Stage 2 subject that has 
been approved by the universities and TAFE SA as providing suitable 
preparation for tertiary studies. 
Almost all SACE subjects are recognised Tertiary Admissions Subjects, 
but there are some that aren’t recognised, and so can’t be used 
towards your ATAR: 

 Community Studies 

 Modified Subjects 

 Local programs 

Your teachers or SACE & VET Coordinator can help you decide which 
subjects you should study to be eligible for further study, or check the 
SATAC website. 
 
TAFE admission requirements 
SACE completion meets the course admission requirements for most 
TAFE SA courses, but there are some additional requirements for 
entry into particular qualification levels. 
Information about specific admission requirements for each TAFE 
course is available on the TAFE SA website. 
Subject combinations 
Precluded combinations for SACE completion 
Some SACE subjects are considered to be similar enough, or overlap 
in enough content, that you’re not able to count more than one of 
them toward your SACE. 
You can find out more at Stage 2 Subject Preclusions (information 
sheet 56). Please speak to your school’s SACE Coordinator if you are 
unsure about your subject combinations. 
 
Counting restrictions for ATAR 
Universities and TAFE may also limit how many credits from one 
learning area can count towards the ATAR. 
Your teachers and careers counsellor can help you plan your subjects 
to ensure you meet university or TAFE entry criteria. 
You'll find more information on precluded combinations and counting 
restrictions for ATAR on the SATAC website. 
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